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may be innocent, boys to the peril of deadly
immoral contagion, for which I know no
remedy short of divinely miraculous inter-
position/'

The longer he lived and worked, the more
John Meigs cried out in spirit against the
cowardly silence of so many parents toward
their boys concerning the great and solemn
mysteries of growing life, and the more he
realized that loving and positive counsel must
take the place of the evasions which leave
boys to find out what ought to be holy facts
through perverted and degrading ways.

He said in his address already mentioned:

" The diffidence or cowardice or indiffer-
ence of parents in homes not ideal touching
the enlightenment of the young boy as to the
facts of life and birth, the recurrent miracle,
and yet the very type and embodiment of law,
throws upon the schoolmaster, in whose heart
the ideals of his school are the measure of
his effort, a grave responsibility which is dis-
charged simply and adequately. No boy can
sin in ignorance who has been a few weeks
a member of his great household/'

In the other address, directed particularly
to those who were thinking of becoming
teachers, Meigs wrote:

" The body, its reverent, radiant uses; the
mind, its subtle and intricate processes; the I had rather
